We observe that intervention effects as they have been observed for wh-constructions also exist in alternative questions. All fundamental characteristics of the effect seem to be parallel, and we propose to apply one and the same analysis to both kinds of intervention effects. To this effect we combine Romero and Han's (2003) analysis of alternative questions with the assumption that a certain kind of variable may not be bound across an intervener. A particular type of data considered by Romero and Han now also falls out as an intervention effect.
(1) German wh-intervention a. (where Op is an intervener and wh x is a wh-variable) (10) Didn't John drink tea or coffee?
